
Conducting a college search 
is a daunting task for every 
family and every potential 

college student. All students need to 
think about factors such as the size of  
the college, its location, and whether 
or not to live on campus or at home 
(see Figure 1).

For students with intellectual disability 
(ID), there are some additional 
aspects to consider beyond the 
details you can learn in Think College 
Search. This resource provides 
questions, suggested by parents and 
students who have been through the 
college search process.

These questions may be answered by 
closely reviewing the college program 
websites, attending an Open House, 
or calling the program director. A 
great place to identify possible options 
is Think College Search, a searchable 
database of  college programs on the 
Think College website. There you 
will find basic information on over 
270 college programs for students 
with intellectual disability. Learn more 
about it on page 2. 
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Think College Search is an online listing of postsecondary education programs for students with ID 
that are af�iliated with an accredited institute of higher education. 

Use Think College Search to create a list of colleges that offer what you want.
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ADMISSION

»» How many students apply each year? How many are accepted? 
How many students are you interviewing?

»» Do you accept out of state students? Do you have any out of state 
students currently?

»» What are your admission criteria? What testing is required, if any?

»» Are students who are under guardianship accepted?

»» What are the timelines/deadlines for the application process? 
When will students be notified of your admission decision?

»» What do you suggest admitted students do over the summer to 
prepare for a successful transition to campus life in the fall?

»» My questions regarding admission:

Admission 
requirements and 
deadlines for these 
programs vary 
widely – be sure to 
note these as you 
review the program 
information.
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F E E S ,  T U I T I O N ,  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  A I D »» W h a t  i s  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  t o  a t t e n d  y o u r  p r o g r a m ,  p e r  y e a r ? » » I s  y o u r  p r o g r a m  a n  a p p r o v e d  C T P  a n d  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a c c e s s  t o  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d  f o r  y o u r  s t u d e n t s ? » » H o w  d o  s t u d e n t s  p a y  t o  a t t e n d ?  D o  s t u d e n t s  u s e  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f u n d s ,  c o m m u n i t y  a g e n c y  f u n d s ,  p e r s o n a l  f u n d s ,  f e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  o r  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s ? » » I f  a  s t u d e n t  i s  a c c e p t e d ,  w h e n  w i l l  p a y m e n t  b e  d u e ?  I s  t h e r e  a  p a y m e n t  p l a n  a v a i l a b l e ? » » M y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f e e s ,  t u i t i o n ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d :L o o k  f o r  t h i s  i c o n  i n  C o l l e g e  S e a r c h  t o  � i n d  t h e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  o f f e r  a c c e s s  t o  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d .I f  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m s  

b e c o m e  a n  a p p r o v e d  

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  

T r a n s i t i o n  P r o g r a m  

( C T P ) ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  

a c c e s s  t o  f e d e r a l  

s t u d e n t  a i d ,  e v e n  i f  
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ACADEMICS

»» What are the required courses and learning activities (i.e. 
internships, community service, etc.) that students must do to 
earn a certificate?

»» How many special or separate classes are there for students with 
ID? Who teaches the separate classes?

»» How many typical college courses do students take per semester?

»» How much choice do students have in the courses they take each 
semester?

»» Are students from the program able to take a wide range of 
typical college courses?

»» What supports does the program provide to the professors of 
typical college courses that students take?

»» Do students have the option of taking courses for credit?

»» Do students get a transcript?

»» How are accommodations and modifications set-up?

»» My questions regarding academics:

Participation in 
typical college 
courses should be a 
key element of any 
inclusive college 
program.
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Look for this icon in 
College Search to 
�ind the programs 
that offer access to 
student housing.

HOUSING



»



»» What supports are provided to students to help them attend 
classes, take part in activities, and become more independent?

»» Do you provide peer mentors? How are they trained and 
supervised?

»» How are students matched with peer mentors and support staff?

»» Can you provide examples of natural supports on campus available 
to students?

»» Is there always access to support as needed, or are there times of 
the day/week when students do not have access to support?

»» Are students required to have a support person or mentor with 
them at all times?

»» My questions regarding support services:

Types of support 
and hours of 
availability can vary 
quite a bit from 
program to program.
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PROGRAM 
ADMINISTRATION

»» How many full-time and part-time employees are there?

»» What kind of experience and training do the program 
administrators and staff have?

»» Are program staff employed by the college? If not, who do they 
work for?

»» What hours are program staff available?

»» Who is the best contact person when family members have 
questions or concerns?

»» My questions regarding program administration:
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COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS

» » H o w  d o  y o u  h a n d l e  F E R P A  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i l e  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ? » » W h a t  ro l e , i f  a n y , d o  t h e  p a re n t s  h a ve  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  p r o g r a m  a n d  s u p p o r t ? » » A r e  t h e r e  a n y  l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  w h i c h  c o l l e g e  s t a f f  p a r e n t s  c a n  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h ? » » W h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  u s e d  w i t h  p a re n t s ? » » M y  q u e s t i o n s  re g a rd i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  f a m i l i e s :
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT
»» What types of part-time work do 

students in the program have?

»» What are the qualifications of the 
staff working with students on career 
development?

»» What supports do you have to help 
students find a paid job while attending college?

»» My questions regarding career development:

Data show that 
paid work in 
college leads to 
better employment 
outcomes after 
college.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

»» What certificate or credential do students earn when they graduate  
from the program? Has it been approved by your college or university?

»» What are the graduation rates?

»» What types of careers have your graduates gone on to?

»» What are employment rates for your graduates?

»» Where do your graduates typically live after they graduate?

»» My questions regarding program outcomes:

College programs 
for students with 
ID nationally are 
reporting close to 
70% employment 
rate for graduates 
one year after 
graduation. 



https://thinkcollege.net/resources/innovation-exchange/paying-for-college

